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the economic administration than with outlining a pro-
gramme of economic action. He dealt with the economic
measures which required immediate rectification, and was
concerned with the steps that needed to be taken imme-
diately, in the circumstances which then prevailed, to pre-
vent further deterioration of the economic condition of the
country. In the colonial situation which then prevailed, it
was a matter of the highest priority to analyse the econo-
mics of colonialism, to rebut the complacent theories of
economic prosperity assiduously propagated by the colonial
rulers and to create the right perspective and the correct
consciousness among the people to enable them to judge
adequately the economic policies pursued by the Administra-
tion. To this process Romesh Dutt contributed brilliantly
with his books and writings on Indian Economics.
Romesh Butt's analysis of the British connection with
India was more radical than his political thinking, and un-
doubtedly contributed to the political radicalism that follow-
ed, but which he did not himself fully share. His Econo-
mic History showed how from the days of early British rule
down to his own days the economic interests of India had
been subordinated to those of the Colonial Power when they
came into conflict with the latter, and how in fact the econo-
mics of India had been shaped to become a colonial adjunct
catering to the economic requirements, as then conceived,
of Britain. From this, two conclusions followed. The first,
which Romesh Dutt never categorically enunciated, was that
colonialism as a system under which one country ruled an-
other was per se wrong. He moved towards this conclu-
sion, quoted with approval, as has been noticed, the dictum
of John Stuart Mill that there could be no such thing as
government of one country by another, and yearned for the
day when India would be as self-governing as the white

